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On Oct. 1, voters had the opportunity to express their views on whether privatization legislation
approved by the congress in 1991 should be partially or completely annulled. The "partial" option
was primarily aimed at halting government plans for privatizing the state-run telephone company
ANTEL. The leftist party coalition Frente Amplio, the PIT-CNT labor confederation and factions
within both the Nacional and Colorado parties supported the partial option. According to news
media reports, the principal supporters of the alternative choice were ANTEL employees and far
left organizations. The nation's constitution requires that over 25% of eligible voters must cast
ballots in order to justify a popular referendum within the subsequent 120 days. The Oct. 1 balloting
was not mandatory. According to official reports of the vote count, 31.28% of eligible voters cast
ballots Oct. 1. Over 25% of the electorate reportedly selected the "partial" option. Consequently, a
popular referendum on rewriting selected portions of the 1991 legislation is expected in December.
Frente Amplio spokespersons have called for congressional authorization of privatization plans
and contracts. In this way, the congress would exercise control over the rules and requirements for
transforming ANTEL into a mixed enterprise, or combined public and private ownership. (Source:
Agence France-Presse, 10/01/92, 10/02/92)
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